“The Call to be Fully Human”

My task today is to make you think; to get you to look inside your hearts, to search your soul, to examine your lives as they witness to your service of God.

This world can be a pretty frightening place if you look at what has happened over the past 2000 years.  People have become more and more confused.  Mass media keeps telling us there are better ways to look, better ways to feel, better ways to go about our everyday life.  At one point they even asked the question, "Is God Dead?".

But, how much of what we hear is real?  How much can we take with us and actually use as we drive to work?  As we go to church?  As we care for our loved ones?  As we interact with the people we come across in the course of our lives?  How much of this is really necessary to build a closer relationship with God?  None of it!  Not one single thing that we hear from the media will help.  In fact, a lot of what we hear will push us farther away, if we let it.  How about those moral values?  How about the lack of concern for our neighbors?  Is that what it’s really all about, being human?

What is inside us anyway?  What do we know about our purpose?  What are our values?  Are we principled, do we have integrity?  Do we live out what we preach to others, or do we live in a world of make believe?

What do you see when you look at me?  A middle aged man, overweight, thinning hair, receding hairline?  Do you see a man of God?  Do you see a father of four?  Do you see a mediocre golfer struggling to hit par?  I am many things at different times.  I am the “ME” that goes to work and earns a living. I am the “ME” that goes to church, sings in the choir, serves on the Bishop’s committee, holds dinners to raise money for youth camp scholarships and serves at the altar.  I am the “ME” that you see here today.  Whatever that “ME” is that you see. Each of these roles require a certain set of behaviors to make them believable.  Have any of you seen the TV show called “The Pretender”?  Jerod, the main character, is a genius who can become anyone he wants, playing whatever role is necessary to achieve his purpose.  Isn’t that a lot like you and I?  Playing whatever role is necessary?  Necessary to achieve our purpose?  Necessary to live up to the expectations of others?  What is our true role in this life and how do we recognize it?

I was a "pretender" when I first started getting involved in my church.  I pretended to know what I wanted to do.  I got involved with everything so I could feel important, so people would look up to me and I would feel important and special.  Well, guess what?  I didn't feel special.  I felt hollow.  I felt dissatisfied.  I felt like a fraud… to the point that I had to step away from everything I was doing, examine my motives, pray to God for direction, and then slowly, make decisions about each of the "roles" I had taken on.  It took a long time for me to understand that all of this had nothing to do with me.  It had everything to do with God, my service to Him, and service to my fellow man.  That is what it was all about.  Hallelujah, I saw the light.  God had directed me and given me the insight I needed to feel special, but in a whole lot better way than I could ever have imagined.

How many times have you looked into the mirror and not especially liked the person looking back at you?  How many times have you looked deep within yourself and wondered how it is that you get through life without knowing more than you know?  How many times have you wondered how God could possible love someone with a heart like mine?

What is our goal in life?  Is life the goal or is it simply a journey through which God allows us to develop, discover and learn what the purpose of our lives really is?  I think we need to experience all we can of life so that we are better prepared for helping others with their journey.

The "call" to be fully human is just God's way of allowing us to recognize that becoming "fully human" is a lifelong process, one that is never really complete.  There are always new things to learn, new sights to see, new friends to make.  What we become as a result of this is based on choices we make every day.  If we are ever to feel "fully human" it will be because of what we think, feel, hope for, believe in, are committed to, and live out in our daily lives.

We all need to take time to think; what is the meaning and direction in our lives.  We need to set goals, make plans, and go forth with a passion and enthusiasm unlike anything we have ever known.

What are your priorities?  Where do you invest you time?  Do you do something with your life that makes a real difference in someone else's?  Do you live your life to the fullest and encourage others to do the same?

I want you to do something for me.  Take a piece of paper and write the answers to the following questions:

1. What are your top three money priorities?

2. How do you spend your free time?

3. What are your commitments?

4. Who are the three people you look up to the most and why?

Once you have answered them, put them into an envelope and write your name on front.  Your table leader will collect them and hold onto them until Sunday.  Once they are returned, you may open them and see if you would like to change any of the answers.  If not, great.  If so, you now have a goal.  Make a plan, make a commitment, and make it happen.  You are the only one that can.

If not now, when?

If not you, who?

