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Ron
In a silly little dance song, the instructions say, “You do the 

hokey-pokey and you turn yourself around, that’s what it’s all 

about.”

We are here today to talk to you about love.  Love and how it applies to relationships, how it has applied to our relationship with one another and with God..  The rollo is entitled, “Marriage and Other Christian Relationships as Sacramental Life and Sign.”

In John 15:12, Jesus says, “My command to you is this: That 

you love one another as I have loved you.”   

So, if you do the Hokey Pokey with love, that is what it’s 

all about!

Love is patient, love is kind, love is never having to say 

you’re sorry; hey, that’s not the way it goes!  Well guess 

what?  With love, especially in relationship to someone you 

are very close to, you never really know how it’s going to 

go and you must be ready to handle anything.

We are here to talk to you about marriage and other Christian relationships as sacramental life and sign.  Whooo!  What does that mean?  

We need to approach the sacrament of marriage, and even our relationships, by taking a look at our vision of the world.  Either we see life as accidental, or as planned and created by God.  

As Christians we have the later as our world vision.  So, we 

see everything in the world and our lives as being part of 

God’s plan.  This puts a perspective on these relationships 

that someone who sees life as accidental simply would not 

have.

We all know what getting married means; committing 

yourself to the one you love, often followed by an elaborate 

party - everyone wearing the most expensive clothes

they’ve ever worn; flowers, food, drinking, dancing..(please, 

not the macarena again!)... and then what?  Reality hits and 

we have to ask ourselves, are we really ready for this?

Sue
Many couples marry each other but they don’t realize the 

responsibility of their commitment.  They don’t have the 

support they need to fulfill that responsibility.  They don’t 

see Holy Matrimony as the sacrament that it is because they 

have left God out of the picture.

The six sacraments Fr. Tom has spoken of all deal with an 

individual’s relationship with God.  They are all personal 

between you and God.  The sacrament of marriage is 

different in that it involves two people and God in 

relationship.

In the lyrics of the song you just heard, the singer says; 

“There’s nothing we can’t get through, as long as we both 

hold on to the hand of God and each other.”  This is so true.

Ron and I both understand the importance of this 3-way 

relationship. In our previous marriages, we did not have 

God in the relationship.  Without the love of God to 

support us and carry us through the hard times, these 

marriages just could not last.  

Ron and I met in 1989 in the church choir. We became 

friends while working with the youth and serving on the 

Bishop’s Committee together. God was important in both of 

our lives. His oldest daughter, Melissa was the only teenage 

babysitter I had for my 2 children, so when we started dating 

in 1993, Angel and Will thought it was great. Melissa and her 

sister Jenny thought it was weird, but got used to us pretty 

quickly. We were married in 1994 with all 4 kids in the 

wedding party. And God was the most important guest.

But we were not completely ready for the challenges ahead of 

us. Suddenly, we resembled the Brady Bunch, but without 

Alice! It took many hours of prayer, understanding, patience 

and acceptance to endure those blessings. We still face 

challenges every day, but with God’s help, we see our way 

through and build a stronger relationship in the process.

RON
So what is the difference between just getting married and 

receiving the sacrament of  marriage?  Sue looked at our 

son’s confirmation workbook and found this description:  

“Holy matrimony is Christian marriage, in which the woman 

and man enter into life-long union, make their vows before 

God and the church, and receive the blessings of God to help 

them fulfill their vows.”

That last part is the key: “and receive the blessings of God 

to help them fulfill their vows.” 

The sacrament of marriage reflects the love of God and 

involves inviting God into the relationship to support, 

strengthen and protect the bond and commitment.  It reflects 

a covenant between God and His people; it is faithful and forgiving.  This covenant is built on love, commitment and service to each other and to God.  It does not only involve inviting and including God, but the whole community of believers as well to give support.  This support for Sue and I not only includes our parish but the cursillista community as well. In the last 3 years since we attended cursillo, we’ve both participated on teams and helped each other out, gaining more support from the new friends in Christ we’ve made. Another huge source of support comes from our 4th Day groups.

SUE
Putting God at the center of our relationship means putting 

God at the center of each of our lives.  If I look for Christ in 

Ron, then my response to him will be different when I am 

angry, tired, disappointed or frustrated.  If I pray before I 

react (God guide my words), my response will be different 

than if I don’t ask for God’s help. If I react before I pray, 

(do I ever do this?), then I really need God’s help so I can 

go back to Ron and sort things out. It is a daily, sometimes 

hourly process of inviting God into our relationship.  By 

making a conscious decision to keep Christ present each 

day and by accepting God’s Grace each day, our love has 

grown and we have been a witness of God’s love to our 

family.  It is not always easy, but when I can look back and 

realize I have avoided a hurtful or unloving encounter 

because I have kept Christ first in our conversation, I know 

I am doing His will.

Keeping God at the center of our lives also applies to 

relationships with our children, family and friends.  Every 

relationship we have benefits from God’s love.  After all, 

Jesus did command us; “love one another as I have loved 

you.”  By demonstrating our love for God and each other 

we can affect other people’s relationship with God.  

Sharing God’s love with all those around us can produce 

wonderful results, and the joy that we receive is worth far 

more than any earthly reward.

RON
All relationships grow and change.  Keeping God involved, and, at the center of each relationship will build a deeper more lasting love.  Compassion, respect, encouragement, patience, gentleness and kindness are all easier when we see Christ in the face of everyone we meet.

This sacrament of Marriage Sue and I have accepted is a partnership with Christ.  It is an on-going process in which we must continue to participate.  Our faith in God and love for each other is growing each day and will continue to grow.  We invite each one of you to involve God in your relationships; whether it is with your life-partner, parent, child, sibling or friend.  Christ is in each of us and is ready to work through us each day.

Sue
We would like to share with you a great definition of true love:  

It’s learning from our mistakes.  

It’s sharing the secrets of our hearts.  

It’s turning the familiarity of everyday life into the intimacy of lifelong romance.  

It’s sharing God’s blessings.

May God bless you and all your relationships!

De Colores!

