Rollo #13-CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY IN ACTION

The “Heart” mime

Music at Beginning:  WHAT IF JESUS CAME BACK LIKE THAT  (a CD)

Narrator: Matthew 25:34-40 

(from: The New Testament and Psalms, An Inclusive Version, Oxford University Press)
…Jesus will say to those on the right hand, “Come, you that are blessed by my Father and Mother, inherit what has been prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and  you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.

Then the righteous will answer, “ Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink?  And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing?  And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?”

And Jesus will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it for one of the least of these members of my family, you did it for me.”
MUSIC BEGINS SOFTLY;  THEN NARRATOR CONTINUES:

“We are people of faith and hope.  God has made us, and loves us, each and every one.” 

FIRST MIME ENTERS: “The angry and frustrated”

SECOND MIME ENTERS: “The lonely”

THIRD MIME ENTERS:  “Sick”

FOURTH MIME ENTERS:  “And Hungry…”

As soon as each mime is fully in the room they face TOWARDS the audience, and go into character.   They remain in character until they are called by the CHURCH MIMES, and follow.
NARRATOR: We are bound together, in God’s love.

‘CHURCH MIMES’ ENTER AND FACE ONE ANOTHER, IN A CIRCLE.
NARRATOR:  We are one.

CHURCH MIMES JOIN HANDS.
NARRATOR:  We are family

CHURCH MIMES RAISE HANDS TO FORM A CHURCH STEEPLE.
NARRATOR: We are church.

CHURCH MIMES begin a slow turning dance keeping the steeple intact.
NARRATOR: We are church.  To come together is our commission.
ONE OF THE CHURCH MIMES MOVES TO THE ANGRY MIME, BUT IS UNSUCCESSFUL IN MINISTERING TO ANGRY’S NEEDS, AND RETURNS TO GROUP OF CHURCH MIMES LOOKING PUZZLED AS TO WHAT TO DO NEXT.

NARRATOR: We are church.
ONE OF THE CHURCH MIMES MOVES TO HUNGRY, AND BEGINS TO MINISTER, SLOWLY MOVING “HUNGRY” BACK INTO THE GROUP OF CHURCH MIMES.
NARRATOR: We are church. We are one.

CHURCH MIMES TURN HUNGRY’S HEART TO THE RED SIDE.
ALL JOIN HANDS AND RETURN TO SLOW CIRCLING
NARRATOR:  We are people of hope and faith…God has made us….

ONE OF THE CHURCH MIMES MOVES TO SICK, AND BEGINS TO MINISTER, SLOWLY MOVING “SICK” BACK INTO THE GROUP OF CHURCH MIMES.
NARRATOR: We are church. To heal is our privilege.

CHURCH MIMES TURN SICK’S HEART TO THE RED SIDE.

ALL JOIN HANDS AND RETURN TO SLOW CIRCLING.
NARRATOR:  God loves each and every one of us.  We are bound together by God’s love…To reach out is our calling.

ONE OF THE CHURCH MIMES MOVES TO LONELY, AND BEGINS TO MINISTER, SLOWLY MOVING “LONELY” BACK INTO THE GROUP OF CHURCH MIMES.
NARRATOR: We are church. We are one.

CHURCH MIMES TURN LONELY’S HEART TO THE RED SIDE.

ALL JOIN HANDS AND RETURN TO SLOW CIRCLING.
NARRATOR:  God loves each and every one of us.  We are bound together by God’s love…To care is our service..
ANOTHER OF THE CHURCH MIMES MOVES TO ANGRY AGAIN, AND BEGINS TO MINISTER.  ANGRY RESISTS.

SLOWLY, OTHER MEMBERS OF CHURCH JOIN THEM, AND EVENTUALLY MOVE “ANGRY” BACK INTO THE GROUP OF CHURCH MIMES.
NARRATOR: We are church. We are one.

CHURCH MIMES TURN ANGRY’S HEART TO THE RED SIDE.

ALL JOIN HANDS AND RETURN TO SLOW CIRCLING.
NARRATOR: We are church.  We are family.

AT THE WORDS “WE ARE FAMILY” CIRCLE BREAKS, AND THE MIMES MOVE TO FACE AUDIENCE, STILL HOLDING HANDS.
NARRATOR: We are one.  We are bound together in love.

MIMES SLOWLY RAISE THEIR CONNECTED HANDS ABOVE THEIR HEADS.
NARRATOR: For, we are church. 

MIMES DROP THEIR HANDS SLOWLY AND WALK OFF STAGE TO PICK UP BASKETS OF HEARTS.  WHEN THEY RETURN, THEY BREAK INTO PAIRS.
MUSIC CONTINUES TO PLAY.

M IME “PAIRS” MOVE OUT IN SILENCE, DISTRIBUTING HEARTS TO EACH AUDIENCE MEMBER.  AS THE HEART IS STRUNG OVER THE PERSON’S HEAD, THE MIME(S) SHOULD LAY HIS HANDS ON THE PERSON’S SHOULDER AND  LOOK DEEPLY INTO THEIR EYES BEFORE MOVING.
NARRATOR MAINTAINS WATCH TO BE SURE THAT EVERYONE IN THE AUDIENCE GETS A HEART, CONVEYING, BY GESTTURE, IF ANYONE IS MISSED.

WHEN ALL THEIR HEARTS ARE DISTRIBUTED EACH MIME “PAIR’ COMES BACK INTO THEIR ORIGINAL LINE POSITION AND WAITS FOR THE OTHERS, HOLDING HANDS IN SILENCE.

AFTER ALL HEARTS ARE DISTRIBUTED, THE MIMES MOVE BACK TOWARDS THE AUDIENCE, GATHERING ALL CANDIDATES AND TEAM MEMBERS INTO A CIRCLE AS THE MUSICIANS ARE PLAYING “LOVE CAN BUILD A BRIDGE…LOVE ONE ANOTHER”.
THE MIMES BREAK OUT OF THE CIRCLE ON THE LAST CHORUS OF LOVE ONE ANOTHER. THEY LINK THE HANDS OF THOSE ON EITHER SIDE OF THEMSELVES, AS THEY BREAK THE CIRCLE, IN ORDER TO CLOSE IT AGAIN.  THE MIMES AND NARRATOR LEAVE QUIETLY.
THE END.

