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"SHINE, make 'em wonder what you've got, make 'em wish that they were not on the outside looking bored. SHINE, let it shine before all men, let 'em see good works and then let 'em glorify the Lord". SHINE....

I have been asked to talk to you about action. Action is the third leg in the tripod you have heard about this weekend, John talked to you about Piety and Carl spoke on Study. Action is the one that causes you to get up, get out and do something with the knowledge you've gained from your Study and the commitment you have made with your Piety. It is the logical consequence of the first two legs and without them it cannot stand. It is getting yourself into the community, whether it is your church, your work or your neighborhood and doing something that will make a difference in someone else's life. Let me assure you that when you do something to make a difference in someone else's life, your life will never be the same. You will be filled with the remarkable feeling of having done something that matters. SHINE... You will have shown 'em what you've got and glorified the Lord.

The bible contains many examples of Christ taking action: teaching, healing, driving tax collectors from the temple... praying ... meditating in absolute silence. I could give you details of each of these stories, but I'd rather give you the opportunity to practice the second leg, study. Read the stories for yourself and see what God chooses to reveal to you.

I was a candidate exactly one year ago. I had been asked about making a cursillo for over two years and had put it off until I felt I was ready. When I was ready, I took action and made sure that I would be included in that weekend. Since that weekend I have been like a man possessed. Some of the people in this room can attest to that fact, because I'm sure I have driven them crazy!

I hadn't even finished the weekend and I was already looking for things to do with my newfound energy. How could I get to work a team? How could I get to give a Rollo? How could I give back even a small portion of the love I was feeling? The answer for me was simple; take action! Do something!

But what? What could I do that would make me feel worthy of the love I was feeling? How could I make a difference in someone's life like my Cursillo team made in mine?

God calls us to do many things in many different ways. Sometimes we don't even know that God has called us until long after we have taken action. How many times have you smiled at someone that seemed down? When is the last time you spent time listening to someone who desperately had something to say? How do you think your action affected the rest of their day? How did you feel afterwards? Sometimes the best action we can take is no action at all. Simply being there for someone is often the best gift they could get.

And what about me and what I wanted to do? I started a monthly dinner at church to raise money for a Youth Camp scholarship fund. In the seven months we have held the dinners, we have raised over $1,300. 1 have begun a new "Partners in Prayer" program at church to encourage the congregation to increase their prayer activities and am currently starting a new "Prayer and Share" group that will be like a 4th day group for Cursillistas and non‑Cursillistas alike. Oh yes, I am a member of a men's 4th day group, which you'll learn more about later in the weekend. I bugged the you know what out of Tom and Doug to let me work this team (before team members were being selected) and applied to work on the SF/SM Secretariat, the governing body of the cursillo movement for San Francisco and San Mateo counties. I am also organizing a working weekend here at St. Thomas More to help spruce up the convent. A lot to do in less than a year.

These are the visible things that people see. The most important things, as I said before are the things that, for the most part, are not seen. In fact, the best thing we can do is to make ourselves available to God for whenever He needs us. He will use you to do His great work and many times you won't even know that He did. That is a miraculous thing, to have done something for our Lord and not even be aware of what we did. If you think about it though, you will realize that this happens all the time.

No one says that the calling that God gives us will be easy. Being a Christian in the world today and living by God's word is a challenge; a challenge that forces us to look at every move we make, every word we speak and every thought we think. We are continually presented with more than ample opportunity to tell that one little lie, cheat on that one little tax deduction or "flip off" the guy who just cut you off in traffic, and although that is a form of taking action, it is certainly not appropriate. It takes all the help God can give us to keep from giving in to these "temptations". Even that, many times, is not enough.

It is important to visualize the things that you can do to make this world a better place. Isn't that what we are really here for? Be kind to people; treat every person with respect and dignity. Isn't that how you would like to be treated? Offer to help someone in need. The rewards will be so great you will want to do it again and again. Look for opportunities to serve; 4th day groups give you a perfect avenue, but so does your congregation, your work place, the local senior citizens home, just to name a few.

The truth is, there are more opportunities than any one of us could ever take advantage of. There am more people in need than any of us could imagine. There are more lost souls, searching for the love of anyone in their lives. We only need to open our eyes to truly see all the things that a little action could make better.

My challenge to you is to set a goal for action, form a plan and pray, pray, pray!

We have an opportunity to make a difference. We have an obligation to pass along the love we will experience this weekend. We have a mission to accomplish that only God fully understands. We stand together today on the brink of a "Great Adventure". The only question is; will we drop our carefully built shields, remove our prideful armor and step back into the world naked and vulnerable, protected only by our faith in the word of God?

Do we understand the need to proclaim His word in this world and to allow him to perform His work through us? Do we have the strength to withstand its criticism? I think we do!

We have listened while others talked of Study, Piety, Faith and Grace. We have heard about "The Call to Be Fully Human", "The Lay Person as Church in the World" and the Sacraments. We have reflected on their meaning and what we have done with them in our lives. The time for reflection is over. The time for ACTION is at hand!

Do we have enough love in our hearts? Can we bring faith to those who have lost their way? Is it possible for us to instill hope in others? God must believe so or he would not have gathered us together on this weekend.

God's request of us is simple: Accept My Grace, then go and make this world a better place!!

SHINE! MAKE 'EM WONDER WHAT YOU'VE GOT!

