
by Jerry Rowe
Well, as promised, here are my thoughts about how to keep a 4DG active and meaningful. But first, before I get started, have either of my two previous articles inspired anyone out there in Fourth-Day-Land to actually try to start a 4DG and then try to keep it going? I'm just curious, but, if you have, please e-mail me at gr1817@sbc.com or call me on 510-636-1768. Sometimes I get the general impression that I am (and others are) just a voice crying in the wilderness. 

Anyway, away we go on this issue's journey - to keep a 4DG active, you need to be a dedicated phone-caller. I've covered this previously, but it bears repeating. You gotta call people and remind 'em of meetings and what-not 'cuz people are busy and, if they're not constantly reminded of what's important in their lives, they'll fill it up with other stuff instead. How many of us, when we first heard of the Cursillo Weekend, said, "Oh yeah, I wanna go! I wanna see Jesus! I wanna experience unconditional love from people other than my blood relatives!" If you're a guy, my guess is NONE.  If you're a gal, my guess is FEW. Well, the same goes for 4DG's - people need reminding and cajoling and sometimes pleading. 

To keep a 4DG meaningful, you need to tap into what's meaningful to you. For instance, a good Cursillista friend of mine mentioned the AA rules of meetings, like no cross talk, no back talk, no advice unless asked for, staying on topic, and adding constructive and enlightening comments. Some more rules would involve listening attentively and experiencing periods of quiet reflection. One foundation of every 4DG is prayerful reflection because it's thru our various 4DG's that we live the Cursillo Tripod of Piety, Study, and Action. 

A good discussion topic also makes meetings meaningful. A favorite topic of mine is simply "Tell me about either the presence or absence of Jesus in your life since we last met." Topics can be as timely and as controversial as the evening news, but they should focus on our mutual spirituality. The discussion can also be a springboard to Action, which seems to be the most difficult leg of the Tripod to build. However, prayer and like-minded Cursillistas can eventually overcome any obstacle to living the Christian Life (wow, sounds like a Rollo). 

Again, if you have any comments, questions, or criticism, please e-mail me or call me. De Colores! And may the peace of the Lord be with you always - Jerry Rowe
